Believest Thou This? (John 11:20-26) 
Proposition: Every follower of the Lord Jesus must believe certain truths 
about Jesus, before we are ever faced with a Bethany crisis. 

I. Jesus Recognizes the Troubles of Life (Vs. 21) 

A. He Recognizes Despite the Distance (Vs. 21, 3) 

B. He Recognizes Despite the Delay (Vs. 6) 

C. He Recognizes Despite the Death (Vs. llb-15) 

II. Jesus Reverses the Terms of Life (Vs. 21-26) 

A. The Set Terms of Life (Vs. 21, 24) 

B. The Sovereign Terms of Life (Vs. 25-26) 

III. Jesus Represents the Triumph of Life (Vs. 23-24) 

A. A Present Triumph (Vs. 24) 

B. A Personal Triumph (Vs. 25) 
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1) ...truths about him, before we are ever faced with a Bethany 
crisis. 


2) ...l<now or care but in vs. 4 Jesus l<new full well what was going 
on. Oh so many times, I've wondered in the middle of my crisis, 
God where are you, you seem so distant! But despite the 
seeming distance. He i<nows what is happening in your trial. He 
has His finger on the pulse of your trouble even at a distance. 


3) ...is what you and I need to carry out of this room is that He may 
seem be delayed but He is still divine. He may seem aloof but He 
is still the Almighty. The British preacher of a past generation, 
F.B. Meyer, in his book on John's gospel, said "He sits as a refiner 
of silver. He knows our sorrows. He is acquainted with our 
grief.. .And when He comes He does more than we asked our 
thought. He raises not the sick, but the dead." 


1) ...by saying the prevailing thought is that, "Life's a PAIN, and 
then you die." And that is the belief of many in our world today. 
In 1971, former Beatle, John Lennon, released a solo album 
called Imagine, the title track of that album opened with the 
line: Imagine there's no heaven, It's easy if you try, No hell 
below us. Above us only sky. 


2) The former king of England, known as Edward the Confessor, 
said just before he passed away, "Weep not, I shall not die; and 
as I leave the land of the dying I trust to see the blessings of the 
Lord in the land of the living." Jesus is telling Martha you've got 
it all backwards. Your in the land of the dying. Lazarus is in the 
land of the living! When we come to life and death moments in 
life, what are you going to belive? John Lennon's imagination or 
Jesus Christ's resurrection! 
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1) ...IRA or a 401K and not a checking account. Jesus is tiie triumpii 
not only at the consummation of time and eternity. He is the 
triumph for Monday morning on the way to work! I Am! As one 
author put it: Martha's faith loved to sing Farther Along, but her 
faith was flawed because it had not yet learned to sing: Day by 
day, and with each passing moment,Strength I find to meet my 
trials here. We can have a daily triumphant life with the ever 
present Jesus! 


2) Warren Wiersbe says, "When you are sick, you want a doctor 
and not a medical book or a formula. When you are being sued, 
you want a lawyer and not a law book. Likewise, when you face 
your last enemy, death, you want a Savior and not a doctrine 
written in a book." Marthas personal triumph was found in the 
person of Jesus! 


